
 

 

University Preparatory High School wins Mock Trial 

 

In the finals of the annual Tulare County Mock Trial competition held last week, University Preparatory High School 
(UPHS) defeated Redwood High School, which had previously won the event four years in a row. UPHS will 
represent Tulare County at the state virtual finals next month. 

Members of the UPHS Mock Trial team include Christopher Alegre, Tieu-Tam Bui, Sophia Calvendra, Matthew 
Cazares, Adrian Ceja, Alexandra Cisneros, Rylee Correa, Harper Dutton, Rebecca Eastham, Tavii Garcia, Alexis 
Keyfauver, Mahalia Manglay, Cecily Mason, Alea McElroy, Kari Pendegraft, Brooke Ramirez, Daniella Ramuco, 
Charvi Reddy, Jocelyn Saldivar, and Walker Zamora. David Rasner, UPHS’s drama teacher and English instructor, is 
the team’s coach. The attorney coaches are David Lange and Stephanie Smittle. 

A video of the final round of the Mock Trial competition between UPHS and Redwood High School is available 
at commoncore.tcoe.org/student-



 

Gabrielle Trapse makes it four in a row at Poetry Out Loud 

 

Last week, Tulare Union High School senior Gabrielle Trapse won the Poetry Out Loud competition for the fourth 
year in a row. Poetry Out Loud is a national competition for high school students who prepare recitations from a 
lexicon of over 900 classic and contemporary poems. Kate Stover, TCOE’s visual and performing arts curriculum 
specialist, reports that Gabrielle will be filmed performing her three poetry selections. The video will be submitted to 
the state competition in early March. 

The competition’s runner-up is Ximena Guzman Tapia of Mission Oak High School in Tulare. 

Photo above: 
~ Gabrielle Trapse, winner of the 2021 Poetry Out Loud competition, is shown at last year’s competition at 210 in 
downtown Visalia. 

 
 

 

Alta Vista first district to be completely served by Central California 
Learning Network 

The new Central California Learning Network (CCLN) – a network created by the Tulare County Office of Education 
to provide high-speed internet access for students at little to no cost – is now serving the Alta Vista School District. 



 

Prior to the installation of the antenna, the district brought students on campus in small cohorts to utilize the school’s 
internet. Several weeks ago, the district distributed 40 hotspots to students who did not have internet access at home. 
“The new hotspots and the new higher speed internet access will increase connectivity and reliability,” said Dr. Rob 
Hudson, superintendent of Alta Vista School. “This new access will allow students to work from home utilizing district 
security protocols so that we can focus our on-campus support to those students with the most severe needs.” 
Through the CCLN, TCOE helped the district overcome several critical areas of concern, including raising the 
antenna, integrating the transmitter into the school’s system, and providing overall access to the internet for students 



pathways with industry expectations. Joy’s experience also includes 15 years work in industry, a 12-year teaching 
career, and school site administration. 

Cynthia Brown is Porterville Unified’s director of Student Pathways. In her 
35-year career in education, she has consistently expanded opportunities 
for students to achieve success in college and career preparation by 
building partnerships with public and private sectors. Cindy has been at 
the forefront of leading Porterville’s district-wide implementation of the 
Linked Learning Pathways Program, securing over $62 million in public 
and private funding for its support. She has led and developed a notable 
system of career-themed pathway academies that have received 
statewide, national, and international recognition. Cindy has also been 
instrumental in building multiple partnerships with workforce experts to 
connect educational lessons with the real world. 

“Congratulations to Joy and Cindy – two great educators who have done 
so much to ignite students’ passion for careers and to smooth the path 
from high school to college and the workp


	University Preparatory High School wins Tf67 Ri Tri4drrrA 44 0 2 3 vrd8c v48 37nc v4d

