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was born, | knew that my purpose in life was to make a difference, to dedicate my time and life's
work to creating opportunities for those that noélyerwise see a barrier in front of them. | was
determined to remove that barrfeBradfordsaid.

One of Bradford’s supporters said, “She treats her job as a 24/7 endeavor, always making herself
available to superintendents, staff and parents whenever needs anséafRdiing mental health
crises..to meeting kids at the bus stop to make sure they get to school when they don’t want to go,
Tammy is a handen leader, involving herself in the work that her team does day in and day out,
tirelessly working to support her staff and districts in their pursuit of supporting kids

Nominators also praised her leadership, transpareregtivity, and problensolving abilities.
Bradford has used these skills to create new programs, including the Alternative Achievement
Program for students witbevere behavioral needs, the Dream Center for foster and homeless
youth, and the Mental Wellness Triage Grant to place additional social worlsetsools
throughout the county.

Teacher of the Year
JENNIFER POWERS
FIFTH GRADE TEACHERH
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Since 2016, she has been her school’s techpdézgl, assisting teachers in using technology
in their instruction andrwing them new tech tools that are availaBlee worksas a mentor
for new and developing teacheghe is her school’s professional developmead for topics
including growth mindset, athematicstandards, and writing instruction. At the district level,
she is a leader in teaching reading and math progressions.

School Employee of the Year

SONYA LOPEZ

TECHNICAL JOB DEVELOPER/WORKBASED LEARNING COORDINATOR
PATHWAYS DEPARTMENT

Porterville Unified School District

A Porterville native, Sonya Lopez returned to her hometown to “pay it forward” — working to
support students in transitioning to college and career as part of the district’'s Pathways
Department“Looking back at my ow educational experience, if it wasn’t for my teachers,
counselors, and staff that helped me navigate school and motivated me to reach my full potential,
| wouldn't have been able to pursue my postsecondary education,” she said. “One of the most
rewarding parts of being in the field of education is that | have the ability to encourage and
support students to keep moving forward and reach their goals.”

Lopez provides students with work-based learning activities that support college preparation,
career explmtion, and workforce readiness. She also builds strong partnerships with business
professionals and community organizations to increase studenbasekl learning

opportunities. She is the force behind seeking out and placing over 1,500 high school students in
internship opportunities.
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