
TULARE COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION 
RESOURCE AND REFERRAL
EARLY LEARNING CARE REFERENCE GUIDE

Early Childhood Education

Location: 7000 Doe Ave., Ste.C
Visalia, CA 93291

Office: 559-651-0185

Fax: 559-651-2427

Email: referralsrr@cc.tcoe.org

Hours: 8:00 am – 4:30 pm

Guardian Registry

Email: guardian@dss.ca.gov

Phone: 1-888-422-5669

QUALITY MATTERS

CONTACT INFORMATION:

TYPE OF CHILD CARE SETTINGS

License Exempt Child Care

• No licensing requirements
• Hours of operations are usually flexible
• Providers include relatives (grandparents, aunts, 

uncles), other relatives, friends, or neighbors
• Care is provided in the providers home or in some 

cases the home of the child
• Parents using this option should consider contacting 

the Guardian Registry at 1-888-422-5669 or email 
guardian@dss.ca.gov , to obtain information or a 
background check on the potential provider

Licensed Family Child Care Home (FCCH)

• Licensed and regulated by the State of California
• Large – cares up to 14 children and requires an 

assistant
• Small – cares for up to 8 children
• Home setting (private home provider) for children of 

mixed ages
• Group sizes are smaller allowing for individualized 

care
• Sta� are CPR/First Aid certified
• Often flexible scheduling including, evening,      

weekend, or overnight care

Child Care Center

• Licensed and regulated by the State of California
• Provide care for infants, toddlers, preschoolers, and 

or/school –age children
• Care is provided in non-home facilities such as 

churches and schools
• Group sizes are large allowing for rich social          

experiences
• Sta� are CPR/First-Aid and Health and Safety         

certified
• Many sta� have educational backgrounds and/or 

degrees in early childhood education and provide 
school readiness activities

QUALITY MATTERS

Choosing the right care for your child is a huge 
decision. Balancing your child’s needs and your busy 
schedule as a working parent can be tough. When 
you need to choose a care provider for your child, be 
sure to look for the Early Stars Rating or the following 
quality elements:  
 
• Ratios and group size
• Learning Activities
• Environment
• Health and Child Development
• Sta� Training and Education
 
Resource and Referral is here to help you find 
quality care because quality matters.




